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MDOS attendees brave
heat for 101st Old Settlers

KAY ELLINGTON | THE TEXAS SPUR

The Motley-Dickens
101st Old Settlers Reunion
and Rodeo took place
during three of the hot-
test days of the year for
West Texas, but attendees
showed their support for
one of the region’s longest-
running events despite the
sweltering temperatures.

Twenty adult ranch ro-
deo teams participated in
competitions sanctioned
by the Working Ranch
Cowboys Association
(WRCA) in team sorting,
team doctoring, bronc rid-

See SETTLERS, page 9

MOTLEY-DICKENS 101ST REUNION & RODEO

Official Results for the Adult WRCA Rodeo
Overall Team Results

« 1st Place,
Wilson Cattle - 3rd Place,
6666- Dixon Creek
« 2nd Place,
Cirdle M8 Land & + 4th Place,
(attle Heck Cattle Co

Congratulations go to 6666-Dixon Creek for qualifying to the WRCA finals
in November.

Event Winners
« Branding,
Circle M8 Cattle

« Doctoring, Slash W Cattle
- Sorting, EC Cattle - Bronc Ride, Burns Milking, Sandhill Cattle
Co./ Mule Creek Ranch (Colten Mayo) ¢ / McMillen Ranch
(attle

TWENTY TEAMS competed in the WRCA ranch rodeo last weekend in Roaring Springs as part of the 101st
Motley-Dickens Old Settlers event. MORE PHOTOS PAGES 4 AND 9 | PAUL ROBERTS PHOTOGRAPHY

www.TheTexasSpur.com |
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Spur sets 2024 Homecoming
Weekend schedule

STAFF REPORTS

The Spur Ex-Student
Association has kicked
into high gear, planning an
exciting lineup of Home-
coming activities through-
out the first weekend of
October.

“Here’s where things get
really different” this year
with Saturday’s events,
according to secretary Pat

Hightower. The availability
of the new Spur Fire Station

See SPUR, page 7

STRAWBERRY FIELDS At a self-pick strawberry farm in the
scenic Cameron Highlands, the steep hills covered with irrigation
systems provided a large protected area for above-ground potted
strawberry plants. MORE PHOTOS, PAGE 7 | COURTESY PHOTO

Jayton-Girard ISD sets
discussions on 4 bond
propositions

District says S0tax increase
on current overall tax rate

The board of trustees of
Jayton-Girard ISD has been
setting a strategy to cover
$21 million in improvement
projects for school facilities,
if voters approve the four
separate propositions set for
this November’s ballot.

The Texas Spur had the

See JAYTON, page 5

Submit your community announcements (maximum 75 words) to news@
thetexasspur.com for events within the coming month, to run up to 4 issues

Special Bond Presentations for Jayton-Girard ISD Community
Sunday, Sept. 8, 4 p.m., Kent County Community Center, 156 W. 4th St., Jayton

Tuesday, Oct. 8, 7 p.m., Kent County Community Center, 156 W. 4th St., Jayton

Tuesday, Oct. 29, 7 p.m., Kent County Community Center, 156 W. 4th St., Jayton

Area School Homecoming Dates
Jayton and Patton Springs do not have homecoming games in 2024.
SPUR vs. 0'Donnell, Friday, Oct. 4, 7:30 p.m.

Local Events

Please let us know of any corrections: News@thetexasspur.com

DICKENS COUNTY-SPUR LIBRARY story time, Thursdays, 10 a.m., for babies to preschool,
403 E. Hill St., Spur

DICKENS COUNTY 4-H & AGRILIFE EXTENSION SERVICE Food Challenge/Food Show
Informational Meeting and Leader Training, Tuesday, Sept. 3, 5:30 p.m., Dickens Co. 4-H Center
SPUR INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT Spur Mini-Cheer Camp, Saturday, Sept. 7,9 a.m.—3
p.m., at the Dome, with hot dog lunch provided

SPUR AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE will host National Night Out, Tuesday, Oct. 1, in Rickels
Park. A hot dog dinner will be served.

SAVE THE DATE for the 1st Annual Spur Chili Cookoff, Saturday, Oct. 12, noon, Spur Senior
Center, 210 Burlington. Entry deadline is Friday, Oct. 4., 5 p.m. All entries and fees must be
received by this date. Please contact the Spur Area Chamber of Commerce, 101 E. Hill St. or
(806) 271-3097, for more information.

SAVE THE DATE for the annual Halloween Trunk or Treat in downtown Spur, Thursday, Oct. 31,

on 2nd St. between First Baptist Church and the Lawrence Brothers Grocery Store. Free for all
to participate.

Late Augustin
Malaysia’s highlands:
beauty and diversity

DAVID PAFFORD
| SPECIALTO THE TEXAS SPUR

David Pafford of Spur
and his son Caleb con-
tinue their travels through
Southeast Asia, arriving a
few days ago in Malaysia.
“If you would like to see
more photos and hear the
‘long version’ of our story,”
wrote Pafford, “please visit
the website www.farther-
beyond.com/circumnaviga-
tion. I hope you will join us
eachweel to hear the latest
report.”

I was shocked by the
beauty and geographic
diversity of Malaysia. The
country is composed of two
major sections: one major
landmass on the Malay
Peninsula, and another
on the island of Borneo,
which Malaysia shares
with Indonesia and Brunei.

We visited only peninsu-
lar Malaysia. Malaysia is an
equatorial, tropical coun-
try, but it has rock bluffs

and towering mountains.
In some ways, it reminded
me of Costa Rica, in Central
America. Malaysia’s rapid
elevation changes create
multiple climate zones in
a relatively small area. Its
low latitude and nearness
to the sea create a climate
unlike the four seasons we

See PAFFORD, page 7

HISTORY RAMBLE DAY
Former state historian
Bill O’Neal of Carthage,
Texas, who has ancestor
ties to the famous “good
bad man” Pink Higgins of
Spur, will present a program
at the Palace Theater in
Spur Saturday, Oct. 12, with
lunch and a guided tour of
the William Standifer and
Higgins gravesites in the
area to follow. Tickets for
the day will be $20 and will
include the presentation,
the Spur Chili Cook-off
Lunch, and the tour. Contact
PalaceSpur1929@gmail.
com to reserve your spot,
as it’s sure to be an exciting
day. More details on page 5.

The Spur swimming pool in Swenson Park, which was
rebuilt and reopened earlier this summer, has kept longer
open hours than many area pools. Swimmers have one final
weekend, Sat.-Sun., Aug. 31-Sept. 1, to enjoy a dip. Hours
are 1-6 p.m. | THE TEXAS SPUR

Bill O'Neal

Connecting The Future

www.caprock-spur.com
(806) 271-3336
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We welcome letters to the
editor via mail or email—to
thank a group or organization,
suggest an idea, or state an
opinion, for instance. Be sure to
provide your name and address
to verify your identity.
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COMMUNITY & COMMENTARY

Paragraphs & pixels

BARBARA BRANNON

ROUTE 66 RAMBLE, PART 7:

Route 66 through New Mexico:
Light across the high desert

New Mexico likes to call itself the Land
of Enchantment.

And so it is, quite often, for their next-
door neighbors the Texans.

After all, their kinship stretches back
a good ways—to the era when both were
parts of old Mexico, and before that, the
domain of nomadic or settled indigenous
tribes.

But there truly is, to my way of thinking,
something tantalizing and magnetic about
the quality of light and color in the New
Mexico landscape. I sense it every time I
drive west over the line from mesquite to
juniper, at the vague western edge of the
Llano Estacado plateau.

Along historic Route 66—little of which
remains unscathed by I-40 in the eastern
part of New Mexico—that change starts to
become apparent at the Texas—New Mexico
line, in the ghost town of Glenrio.

Glenrio never numbered but about a
hundred souls in its long-ago heyday. The
stop on the Rock Island Railroad in the
early 2oth century soon offered fuel on
the Texas side for motorists on the Ozark
Trail—an unpaved precursor to Route
66—and mail delivery on the New Mexico
side (the mail sacks were brought to it for
distribution from Texas). By the twenty-
first century, the fast lanes of I-40 had
long since siphoned off most of Glenrio’s
residents. In 2005, according to the Hand-
book of Texas Online, citizens numbered
precisely five.

The motel and gas station on the Texas
side, and the café and post office on the
New Mexico side, had been left to the con-
siderable extremes of the elements.

But green returned in 2021—as green-
back dollars, and as newly legalized can-
nabis.

On a prominence overlooking the con-
stant river of Interstate traffic, the Glenrio
Smoke Stop rises like a
white-stucco chapel. A
red eagle sign beckons;
a handsomely land-
scaped parking area
and patio contrast dra-
matically with the ruin
rampant elsewhere in
the erstwhile town.

Turns out the dis-
pensary business blooms here, far from
any other population except I-40—which,
according to a 2017 count, amounted to
some 14,800 vehicles daily. Friendly staff
inside the shop’s clean, well-lighted,
spa-like space assist customers from near
and far with an array of weed products,
and with up-to-date information on what
can be transported where. It’s a far sight
from how this hamlet must have looked
a hundred years ago. But maybe things
haven’t really changed that much; back
in the 1930s, it was alcohol that could be
purchased at Glenrio’s New Mexico saloon,
while over the line Texas was dry.

A short distance west lies Tucumcari,
where the attractions shift from green to
blue.

The town’s Blue Swallow Motel has
welcomed desert-weary motorists to luxu-
riate in its “100% refrigerated air” since
1939, and the pastel hues of its L-shaped
courtyard still reach out to embrace
travelers lucky enough to snag la room
in high season. Successive owners have
modernized amenities while retaining the
historic charm of the Blue Swallow’s cozy
bedroom-bathroom combos.

Since 2020, Robert and Dawn Federico
have been the owners and hosts.

Kay and I drop in, reservationless, but
Robert invites us for a tour anyway. The
suites are clean and inviting in their retro
cool, with matching mid-century metal
lawn chairs arrayed around the courtyard
asif in anticipation of the neon light show
that will soon switch on.

A couple pulls up in their station wagon,
squeezes into the cozy lobby. Robert es-
corts them to their room and ambles back
to offer more of the place’s history. We beg
off the tour, reluctantly, as our destination
for the night is the capital city of Albuquer-
que. We’ll be back on another journey,
we promise—especially to stay at a place
where the owner insists on providing a cup
of coffee for two travelers who aren’t even
paying guests.

A mean, miles-long snarl of traffic has
piled up on the four-lane; fortunately my
phone app, plus a visual from the overpass,
reveal this information before we become
mired in it. The surface-road detour costs
us the opportunity to turn off north to Las
Vegas (N.M.) and Santa Fe, the scenic but
treacherous alignment of the Mother Road
in the 1920s.

New Mexico likes to
call itself the Land of
Enchantment. And so it is,
quite often, for their next-
door neighbors the Texans.

ART IN ABQ The landscape and highway-scape
of northern New Mexico, through which historic
Route 66 passes, lends itself at every turn to the
work of painters, sculptors, architects, writers,
dancers—and even bus drivers. (This sign
marking an Albuquerque Rapid Transit stop on
Central Avenue—old 66—fits right in.) MORE
PHOTOS, PAGE 10 | THE TEXAS SPUR

It's getting on toward dusk by the time
we rejoin our westbound course for Albu-
querque. We skirt segments of Route 66
pavement that often dead-end, yielding
to the high-speed Interstate. To our north
and south, beyond the dry, mounded hills
adorned with low juniper and pinon lie
vast ranches, irrigated fields, lonely two-
lanes. Ahead lie the mountains. Over the
Sandia range that spills us out of I-40’s
high-speed roller-coaster, we’re finally able
to rejoin Route 66 in its colorful role as the
city’s main drag, Central Avenue.

With its arrow-straight trajectory down
into the “bowl” of the Rio Grande, Central
limns a captivating pic-
ture of Route 66 even
if a traveler never ven-
tures off it. From the
once-inviting hotels
of the International
District on the east side
(many of which have
been converted to shel-
ter for the unhoused
population) to the trendy eateries of Nob
Hill and the diners and dives of the Uni-
versity of New Mexico neighborhoods, to
0ld Town and the splendidly restored El
Vado motor court near Tingley Beach, it’s
impossible to absorb enough of its varied
vistas in a single visit. Plan on a week in the
Duke City if you want to sample blue-corn
tortillas, visit a terrific bookstore, stroll the
bosque, ride the aerial tramway, or suss out
the car wash from “Breaking Bad.”

We detour a few blocks south to take in
a game at the city’s ballpark, home of the
minor-league Albuquerque Isotopes. It’s
one of the special-promotion nights when
the team plays as Los Mariachis de Nuévo
Mexico, and the lowriders on display, the
cool turquoise jerseys and bright plastic
bobbleheads, and frozen margaritas com-
bine with “Llévame al juego de beisbol”
sung during the seventh-inning stretch for
a fun evening in the grandstands.

My own son completed his studies in
art here at UNM, so perhaps I am already
inclined to think of the state in visual-art
terms. Moody as a Peter Hurd composition,
flat and delineated as a Baumann woodcut,
bright and blended as an O’Keeffe, backlit
as a Blumenschein, angular and layered as
an Abeyta canvas: the hues and textures of
this state surround us everywhere we go.

While the galleries and museums of
Santa Fe are where many art lovers gravi-
tate, I've always found the university’s art
museum inspiring and usually uncrowd-
ed—and it’s free. It houses the largest
collection of art in New Mexico. Plus, it’s
only steps away from Route 66, and close
enough for a lunch stop at the funky Fron-
tier Restaurant for a carne adovada burrito.

After a couple of days’ layover in the
Duke City to edit and upload that week’s
newspaper issues, we’re ready to hit the
road again for parts unknown. Historic
Route 66 weaves through parts of Western
New Mexico’s Colorado Plateau that are
home to Puebloan cultures—Acoma, La-
guna—and the Navajo Nation.

Our black pickup traverses the blacktop
wherever we can keep track of it.

That indescribable light is a tractor
beam pulling us onward. In the small city
of Grants, sunset hues reflected off pastels,
neon and space-age angles. But an unex-
pected delight awaited us in an otherwise

See ROUTE 66, page 10
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2024 Community Calendar
Community Services and Organizations

SPUR VISITOR CENTER, 107 Hill Street at Burlington Avenue, is operated by the Spur Area
Chamber of Commerce and open during regular hours Tuesday—Saturday. Vistiors seeking
information on the area may email spurchamber@gmail.com or call (806) 271-3097.

THE SPUR AREA FOOD BANK serves families throughout Dickens County. The Food Bank is
a nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization operating via private donations and welcomes donations
to this community work. Donations are tax-deductible and are accepted directly into the
Food Bank’s account at Spur Security Bank or at 612 Burlington Ave. The Spur Area Food
Kitchen Inc. does not discriminate due to race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability.

THE KENT COUNTY LIBRARY, 156 W. 4th St., Jayton, is open for patron services Monday—
Thursday, 9:30 a.m.—5 p.m. Library patrons may also check out e-books and audiobooks on
the Libby app for free with their library card. For information call (806) 237-3287 or “like”
Kent County Library on Facebook.

THE KENT COUNTY SENIOR NUTRITION CENTER, 156 W. 4th St., Jayton, is open Monday
and Wednesday from 8 a.m. to noon and Tuesday and Thursday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. A
lunch meal is served at noon on Tuesdays and Thursdays for a nominal cost, and is also
available for carry-out. For information call (806) 237-3288.

THE SPUR-DICKENS COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY, 403 E. Hill St., is open Monday—Thursday,
noon-5 p.m., and extended hours on the first Monday of each month until 7 p.m. Call (806)
271-3714 for questions. Free WiFi (password spurlib2017) is available inside and from the
parking lot. Also contact the library for inquries regarding the Spur Photography Club.
SPUR-DICKENS COUNTY MUSEUM, 327 Burlington Ave., Spur, is open April through October.
For a tour please call a board member: Fronye Morris, (806) 271-3577; Linda Swenson, (806)
271-3238; Woodie McArthur, (806) 271-4415; or Don Wright, (806) 271-4520.

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER/SOUTH DICKENS, 210 Burlington Ave., provides a dine-in
meal at noon Monday—Friday. the salad bar is available on Wednesdays. A donation of $4 is
suggested for ages 60 and older, with an $8 donation for those younger than 60. For more
information call (806) 271-4472.

SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER/NORTH DICKENS, 511 Montgomery St., Dickens, provides a
meal at noon Monday—Friday. A donation of $5 is suggested. For more information call
(806) 623-5520.

DICKENS COUNTY MUSEUM on Montgomery Avenue in Dickens is open 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.,
the second and fourth Saturdays monthly. For a special viewing or other hours please call
Ruby Combs at (806) 269-6215 or Bron Combs at (806) 294-5302.

KENT COUNTY LIONS CLUB meets the second and fourth Mondays of each month at noon
at the Kent County Community Center, 156 4th St., Jayton. Lunch is served at a cost of $10
per person; please RSVP to Daryl Ham at (806) 269-1179.

SPUR ART GUILD Open painting day every third Monday at the Spur Senior Citizens Center,
201 Burlington Ave., Spur.

Publicand Civic Meetings Coming Up

Please let us know of any corrections: News@thetexasspur.com
DICKENS COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT Monday, Sept. 9, 9 a.m., County Courthouse,
201-US 82, Dickens, (806) 623-5532

KENT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS COURT Monday, Sept. 9 and Sept. 23, 9 a.m., County
Courthouse, 101 Main St., Jayton, (806) 237-3373

KENT COUNTY LIONS CLUB Monday, Sept. 9 and Sept. 23, noon, Community Center, 156
W. 4th, Jayton

PATTON SPRINGS INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT board meeting, Monday, Sept. 9,
1261 E. FM 193, Afton, (806) 689-2220

ANDREW KENT MUNICIPAL WATER DISTRICT Tuesday, Sept. 10, 4:30 p.m., District office
at Kent County Courthouse, 101 Main St., Jayton

SPUR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE Monday, Sept. 16, 6 p.m., Community Center, 101 E. Hill

St., Spur, (806) 271-3097
River Lake

Spur, (806) 271-3316

WHITE RIVER MUNICIPAL DISTRICT Monday, Sept. 16, 7 p.m., District office at White
CITY OF SPUR CITY COUNCIL Tuesday, Sept. 17, 6 p.m., City Hall, 402 N. Burlington Ave.,

JAYTON-GIRARD INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT board meeting, Thursday, Sept. 19,
6:30 p.m., school board room, 700 Madison Ave., Jayton, (806) 237-2991

SPUR INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT board meeting, Monday, Sept. 23, 7 p.m., school
administration office, 800 Williams Ave., Spur, (806) 271-3272

CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

Power grid again
reaches record demand

AUSTIN— The dog-day
heat wave has sent power
demands to new records,
the Austin American-
Statesman reported. With
much of the state enduring
an excessive heat warning,
power demand peaked
at 85,559 megawatts last
week, breaking a record set
last August.

While searing outside
temperatures certainly
boost demand, other fac-
tors are in play as well—the
state’s growing population
and increased expansion
by large-scale industrial
users such as data centers
and cryptocurrency miners.

Texas is the only state
that operates its own power
grid. In June, the Electricity
Reliability Council of Texas
predicted the grid would
face challenges this month
and increased likelihood
for emergency alerts during
peak times of the day.

“Reserve shortage risks
are the highest during the
evening hours ... when dai-
ly loads are typically near
their highest levels and
solar production is ramp-
ing down,” the report from
June says. While power
throughout the state re-
mained largely untouched,
around 8,500 customers in
Harris County last week ex-
perienced outages believed
to be related to demand.

CENTERPOINT TO PUSH
BERYL DAMAGE COSTS TO
RATEPAYERS. CenterPoint
plans to pass costs for elec-
tricity infrastructure dam-
ages caused by Hurricane
Beryl on to its customers.
It plans to pass bonds that
will ultimately be paid
through rate increases, the
Texas Standard reported.
The company testified last
week before the Public Util-
ity Commission.

In its latest quarterly
report to the U.S. Securities
and Exchange Commission,

the company estimated
recovery costs related to
Beryl and an earlier May
windstorm — a derecho —
will approach $2 billion for
both events. As is custom-
ary, ratepayers will be on
the hook.

“In my almost 35 years
of experience in this util-
ity business, the custom-
ers end up paying. They
always end up paying,”
said energy consultant Karl
Rabago, who served on
the PUC under Governors
Ann Richards and George
W. Bush.

“That’s because elec-
tricity is essential for mod-
ern life, and you can’t just
go around bankrupting
or allowing utilities to go
bankrupt by forcing share-
holders to bear what some
people might say is the fair
consequences of misman-
agement.”

TRANSGENDER TEXANS
CAN'T CHANGE SEX ON DL. Tex-
ans will no longer be al-
lowed to change the gender
on their driver’s license
even if they have obtained
a court order, the Houston
Chronicle reported. In a
statement, the Texas De-
partment of Public Safety
said that as of Aug. 20,
the agency will no longer
comply with court orders
mandating a change to a
driver’s license. Texas At-
torney General Ken Paxton

See CAPITAL, page 8
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MOTLEY-DICKENS OLD SETTLERS PARADE AND EVENT WINNERS

SPOTLIGHT ON ROUTE 66 IN NEW MEXICO

ROUTE 66
FROM PAGE 2

unremarkable city park.
Fiberglass reflector dishes
from the satellite TV era
lined the highway—repaint-
ed with traditional, geomet-
ric Acoma basket designs. A
more perfect repurposing of
eyesore into art | may never
have witnessed.

While much of New
Mexico, from its trendy gal-
leries to the Native Amer-
ican markets of Gallup,
is known for its exhibits
and sales, it doesn’t take a
bankroll to appreciate art
throughout the length of
the state’s Route 66 miles.
It’s right there on public
display for free, as public
murals, mosaics, sculp-
tures, architecture.

As our multi-day trek
across the Land of Enchant-

THETEXASSPUR.COM

ment began with the subtle
pastels of the east, it deep-
ened into brilliant hues
of Albuquerque’s Central
Avenue nightscape, and
has now burnished to gold
and turquoise in the sunset
over Gallup.

The light-outlined sign
at the famous El Rancho
Hotel, where the stars once
came out to the desert for
movie shoots, buzzes on.

While the hotel’s paying
guests pull up and park,
then roll in their suitcases
to gawk at the lobby’s Hol-
lywood memorabilia, we
pause a second to snap
our photos and then pop
the Ford into gear again.
We cruise the hillsides of
the city, windows down,
searching out cameos of
golden-hour glimmer.

Sometimes the best
show is right there, for free.

REFRIGERATED AIR was a draw for pre-World War Il travelers, as
it still is today. | THE TEXAS SPUR

MOTO PHOTO OP marks the drive through Grants, New Mexico.
| THE TEXAS SPUR

ORBIT (at right, not the figure in the Texas Spur cap) is the wacky
EL RANCHO preserves the “Charm of Yesterday” while providing mascot of the Albuquerque Isotopes baseball team, the only
the“Convenience of Tomorrow” in downtown Gallup—since 1936.  BASKET CASE In Grants, an array of repurposed satellite dishes  franchise in professional sports to get its name from a“Simpsons”
| THE TEXAS SPUR projects the beauty of native Acoma designs. | THETEXASSPUR TV episode. | THETEXAS SPUR






