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DODD, Frank Howard (12 April 1844–10 January 1916), publisher, was born in Bloomfield, New Jersey, into a family already well established in publishing circles. His father, Moses W. Dodd (1813–1899), had become a partner in the bookselling firm of John S. Taylor in New York in 1839 and created the firm of M. W. Dodd Publishers when he bought out his partner a year later; his mother, Rachel Hoe (1817–1897), was a sister of Richard and Robert Hoe, whose firm dominated the manufacture of high-speed newspaper presses.


Dodd finished his preparatory training at Bloomfield Academy in 1859 and took a temporary position in his father’s firm, at the age of fifteen. He was to have attended Yale, but because of the Civil War stayed on in the business  instead. Dodd soon proved to have quite an aptitude for the publishing trade. He never did attend college, but spent the next ten years apprenticing in every department of the firm. Moses Dodd gradually relinquished control of the business to his son, whose early successes included publishing a series of twelve classics in fine bindings when he was only nineteen, and accepting Martha Finley’s highly popular Elsie Dinsmore juvenile series, launched in 1867.


In 1868 Dodd married Martha Bliss Parker, daughter of former Union Theological Seminary president Joel Parker. The couple had four children: Harriet, Katherine, Jane, and Edward H. Dodd, who eventually joined the family firm in 1903.


Upon the retirement of Moses Dodd in 1870, Frank Dodd became head of the firm. He had been planning a reorganization, and immediately brought in his cousin Edward S. Mead to form Dodd & Mead. Struggling at first during a period of economic depression, the house had its first great success in 1872 with E. P. Roe’s Barriers Burned Away, a historical novel based on the great Chicago fire of 1871. Roe, a minister, went on to write some twenty more fiction titles, and Dodd & Mead used Barriers Burned Away to launch an innovative series of cheap reprints of works still under copyright.


Edward S. Mead himself was a prodigious writer, turning out fiction under the name of Richard Markham until his death in 1894. Bleecker Van Wagenen joined Dodd & Mead in 1873, became a partner in 1896, and retired in 1909. The firm’s retail activities increased dramatically when Dodd’s brother Robert H. Dodd brought his expertise in rare books to the firm in 1873.


Frank Dodd expanded the house’s list to include many titles of general interest. In 1899 he suggested that Paul Leicester Ford write a novel of the American Revolution, and the successful Janice Meredith series was born. In the late 1890s Dodd introduced the works of a number of new poets, including Robert W. Service and Paul Laurence Dunbar. The house’s fiction and nonfiction list grew during Dodd’s lifetime to include such writers as G. K. Chesterton, Joseph Conrad, Jerome K. Jerome, George Barr McCutcheon, Hamilton Wright Mabie, and H. G. Wells.


To publish several of these writers, Dodd shared rights with British publishers. Until passage of the International Copyright Act in 1891, Dodd had operated his business under the customary informal agreement of the day, but in the mid-1890s energetically began to cultivate working relationships with authors and publishers on the other side of the Atlantic.


Trips to the British Isles yielded many cooperative publishing ventures. Dodd’s editor James MacArthur persuaded him to pursue American publication of Ian Maclaren’s Beside the Bonnie Briar Bush, which proved a strong seller in the U.S. Maclaren (Dr. John Watson) introduced Dodd to William Robertson Nicoll, editor of the London literary journal The Bookman and The British Weekly, a religious newspaper. Dodd arranged with Nicoll to bring out an American version of The Bookman, beginning in February 1895. By design the two monthlies published a great deal of material in common, but the focus of the American version gradually shifted to American contributions, one sign of a growing national literature.  


In his later years Dodd devoted much of his attention to the publication of a new American encyclopedia. In 1884 Dodd, Mead had purchased the rights to Alden’s Library of Universal Knowledge, itself based on Chambers’ Encyclopedia. Under the editorship of scholars Daniel Coit Gilman, Harry Thurston Peck, and Frank Moore Colby, Dodd revised the encyclopedia in the vein of German scholarship and issued it from 1902 to 1904 as The New International Encyclopedia, in twenty volumes. Three supplementary volumes were brought out in 1906. A second edition appeared in 23 volumes between 1914​ and 1917; the New International Yearbook was added beginning in 1907.


In 1910 the firm moved to newer quarters at Fourth Avenue and 30th Street—the first enterprise to establish itself in the vicinity—but in so doing relinquished its retail operations. Dodd was a proponent of commercial development in the area.


Dodd’s lifelong promotion of the industry was acknowledged in his election as president of the American Publishers’ Association; during his years in the position, he strongly supported net pricing. In addition, Dodd was active in civic and financial affairs: he served as president of the Riverside Association and the Fourth Avenue Associations and was a trustee of the New York Kindergarten Association and the Greenwich Savings Bank. He also was a member of the Century and City Clubs (New York) and the National Club (London).  



Dodd died in 1916 of heart disease after a brief illness. Over the course of his 57 years in the book business, he had transformed the publishing house from a small firm with a list of mostly religious titles into one of the respected leaders of American book publishing.
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Significant collections of Dodd, Mead papers (including some of Frank H. Dodd) are housed in the Hugh Morris Library, University of Delaware (2 linear ft.) and two boxes of records, 1839–1900 at the American Antiquarian Society. The standard source of information on the Dodd dynasty is Edward H. Dodd, Jr., The First Hundred Years: A History of the House of Dodd, Mead, 1839–1939 (1939). Frank E. Comparato’s Chronicles of Genius and Folly: R. Hoe & Company and the Printing Press as a Service to Democracy (1979) contains a lengthy biographical section. Also see the entry on “Dodd, Mead and Company,” Dictionary of Literary Biography 49: American Literary Publishing Houses, 1638–1899, ed. Peter Dzwonkoski (1986). Obituaries include Claudius Clear [William Robertson Nicoll], “The Late Mr. Frank Dodd of New York: Some Memories,” British Weekly, 20 Jan. 20, 1916, p. 3331, and the New York Times, 11 Jan. 1916. A thorough entry on Dodd appeared in the New International Yearbook, 1916 (1917), pp. 187–88.

